The 2013 Stanton Bible Conference was held over the weekend of
October 12-13.
For those who have not attended a conference taught by Zin before, Zin often begins
by showing us a specific verse or word he would like us to focus on. This time was no
exception. We began with katantao (2658) rendered 'attain' in Philippians 3:11. (But
not the same 'attain'--lambano, 2983--as in verse 12!) Both of Saturday's sessions were
devoted to katantao (2658) and investigating its meaning.
Sunday morning Zin introduced a twist.
Zin began interspersing selected commentaries on the verses with katantao, but by
another bible teacher. So, we now had both the challenge of testing the truthfulness of
these alternate teachings and trying to understand how these teachings were arrived at.
This was a very interesting thought exercise as it forced us to examine our biases and
think how someone else might reach a different conclusion about the same verse. It was
also an excellent reminder how easy it is for us to impose our assumptions onto the text
rather than studying the text for what it says (and thereby challenging said assumptions.)
We continued through the rest of Sunday looking these alternate teachings and the verses
used to frame them until we finally finished with Romans 5:15-17 and 1 Corinthians
15:22. Here, we closed the conference thinking about what it means to be "in Adam"
versus "in Christ." But of course, while the conference is over, the studies continue.

In addition to the time in God's written word, there was also plenty of fellowship during
free time and over meals. The hospitality was truly bountiful. Lea opened her lovely
home to host the conference, and many of the friends in S. CA gave much time and
effort to prepare delicious, healthful foods for everyone to enjoy. Special thanks are due
to all the laborers for the hard work they put into preparing for this conference.
On a final note, I just want to express what a sheer pleasure it was to visit in person with
the Stanton brethren. I feel so blessed that I was granted extended time to put aside the
cares of the world and spend it with other like minded believers. What an uplifting and
refreshing time!
Lord willing, may we all have many more face to face opportunities to study the word of
God and fellowship together.
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